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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Riparian Stream Corridor
The stream is a potential highlight of
the area and will offer a chance for
people to connect with a naturalized
stream near downtown.

nsantiamwatershed.com

Riparian trees and shrubs will reinforce
the stream banks against erosion and
offer shade as people visit the site.
A healthy stream, with associated
wetland and upland ecosystems,
will encourage birds, butterflies, and
other wildlife to animate the area.

friendsofthehighline.files.wordpress.com

A diverse riparian corridor, dotted with
native tress, shrubs, and herbaceous
species will draw a wider range
of wildlife to Jordan Creek.

nsantiamwatershed.com
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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Urban Prairie & Streamside Wetland
A prairie landscape will create a natural
setting for West Meadows, while maintaining
high visibility across the site. Because earth
and debris need to be excavated and
relocated during clean-up it will be vital to
cover newly graded soil and mounds with
a dense planting of hardy prairie species.
A temporary cover crop must be used to
minimize erosion during establishment and
slopes of less than 33 percent are preferred.
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heartland.vanabbe.nl

A small, wetland ecosystem will be
established along the stream allowing
for floodwater storage. Species tolerant
of urban stormwater conditions will be
used to compete with species such as
the invasive Reed Canary Grass, which
will likely appear regardless of how well
established other wetland species become.
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The possibility of a green roof atop the
Green Seed Co. building should be explored
as a way to reduce stormwater runoff
and provide for enhanced interpretive
opportunities along Jordan Creek.
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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Prairie & Wetland/Wet Meadow Management
Controlled burning is an effective method
of prairie, wetland and wet meadow
maintenance, and will help keep weeds
and woody species from overrunning
the open areas of West Meadows.
In cities such as Ann Arbor, Michigan
controlled burns are used as a means of
managing prairie and savanna ecosystems
within many of their parks and natural areas.
Local fire departments can use controlled
burns as training exercises for staff.
Along pathways and in other areas
of the site, mowed edges provide an
orderly frame for the more naturalistic
prairie and wet meadow vegetation.
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Mowing prairie and meadow vegetation
in late fall or early spring is another
management option. Mowing in late
July or early August may be needed
if vegetation grows too high.
Skabelund
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sacred-destinations.com
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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Earth Mounds

Tripadvisor.com

The materials removed and relocated during
site clean up will allow for the creation of
distinctive mounds, building on top of areas
currently above the 100-year floodplain.
The mix of contaminated materials and
various types of soil will be used to create
the mounds, some large and some small.
These mounds will be concentrated on
the western half of West Meadows. The
mounds can range in shape and form,
depending on the desired character.
Several smaller mounds could be created
using very formal geometries to provide
a sense of anticipation and interest.

wiki.galbijim.com

lh5.ggpht.com

wiki.galbijim.com

In combination with prairie grasses and
wildflowers, the mounds will provide a
degree of separation from the noise and
activities of the industrial rail-yard.

Hargreaves Associates
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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Bridges & Ramps
Bridges can be used to knit together
areas of West Meadows that are otherwise
disconnected. For example, bridges can
span the creek, cross the train tracks, and
connect the site to adjacent neighborhoods.
The city could work with local artists
to create unique bridges and ramps
for West Meadows that can become
landmarks for Springfield.
Aesthetic enhancements, such as
decorative railing and lighting, can be
added to the Grant Avenue Viaduct to
provide a gateway to the downtown
area and enhance the aesthetic
qualities of this part of the city.

rewoodson.com

www.topcon.cz

apatech.ru

A spiral staircase or ramp could
also bring pedestrians off of Grant
Avenue and into West Meadows.

terryrichard

flickr.com

flickr.com
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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Features & Activities
West Meadows has the opportunity
to serve the community in a
variety of ways including:
region.durham.on.ca

• Community gathering space
• Informal play areas
• Picnic spots
• Education & interpretation
• Demonstration garden
• Setting for public art
• Sculptural elements
• Railroad history
• Native American heritage
• Civil War history
• Memorials

2.bp.blogspot.com
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• Bicycle rentals
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Natural Limestone

Gravel
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Limestone Fines

Porous Concrete
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Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Streamside Learning Center
The existing Green Seed Co. building has
the potential to become an environmental
educational center in the heart of
Springfield. This would be an ideal location
to locate a bicycle rental station, to highlight
green building and landscape techniques,
to create a rain-garden, green roof, and/
or other demonstration gardens using
vegetation native to Missouri, provide
restrooms, and offer a sheltered place
for visitors to escape the heat or cold.

Flagstone
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There are many different surface materials
that could be used for trails and pathways
including mowed prairie, natural stone,
porous asphalt or concrete, gravel, earth,
mulch, woodchips, and limestone fines.
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Blue, Prairie or Downy Phlox

Silky or Aromatic Aster

Wild Blue Indigo

Purple Coneflower

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Forbs/Wildflowers
The prairie landscape will be flecked
with wildflowers. The species shown
here are a sampling of the flowers that
could be blooming in West Meadows
at different times of the year.

New England Aster

New England Aster thrives in wet meadow
conditions while many of the other
species represented in these images
are well adapted to very dry sites where
they intermix with prairie grasses.

KSWildflower.org

Dotted Gay Feather grows on very
impoverished (rocky and droughty)
soils. Dotted Gay Feather produces a
taproot that can reach a depth of 15
feet, making it quite drought-resistant.
Purple Prairie Clover enriches soils
by fixing nitrogen. Native Americans
chewed the roots for their sweet taste
and made brooms of the tough stems.

Dotted Gay Feather

Purple Prairie Clover

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

Showy Evening Primrose

Fewleaf or Prairie Sunflower

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Forbs/Wildflowers

Stiff Sunflower

KSWildflower.org

The prairie landscape will be dotted in
strategic locations with drifts of purple and
yellow wildflowers. The species shown
here are a sampling of the flowers that
could be blooming in West Meadows.
Sweeps of purple, lilac, blue, yellow,
white, and orange wildflowers could
be used to symbolically reference the
location of historic events or railroad
history. In combination with interpretive
signs, the colors and information could
connect the past and present in a
meaningful and enjoyable way.

Lady’s Tresses
KSWildflower.org

Butterfly Milkweed, Purple Coneflower,
Sunflowers, New England Aster and other
hardy prairie or wetland wildflowers would
attract butterflies, birds and people.
Smaller wildflowers such as Evening
Primrose and Lady’s Tresses could be
used in strategic locations revealing
the elegance of native species.

Yellow Coneflower

Black-Eyed Susan
and Prairie Coneflower

Black-Eyed Susan

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

Switch Grass

Side-Oats Grama

Buffalo Grass

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Grasses
Establishing a dense mixture of prairie
grasses will help discourage erosion of
mounded areas and minimize invasions
of unwanted plant species. However,
given the urban context, West Meadows
is not intended to be a pristine prairie
ecosystem and it is a given that nonnative species will be present.
Canada Wild Rye and Virginia Wild
Rye are important cool season native
grasses that can be seeded in with a
temporary cover crop to help stabilize
the soil after clean-up and grading.
Bringing in a sandy loam or loam topsoil to
place over the clay should greatly improve
the seedbed and enhance germination
rates of native grasses and wildflowers.
As little as three to six inches of friable,
non-compacted loamy soil
can make a big difference in prairie
and meadow establishment.

Blue Grama

Wild Rye

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

Little Bluestem

Prairie Dropseed

Western Wheatgrass

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org

KSWildflower.org
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Downy or Cockspur Hawthorn

White Oak

cirrusimage.com

Plants.USDA.gov

Redbud

Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Dry to Mesic Site Trees

fecrecpark.com

The species shown on this board are a
sampling of trees that could be planted on
the dry to mesic sites in West Meadows.
Chinkapin Oak
White Oak
Pin Oak
Shagbark Hickory
Pignut Hickory
Black Walnut
Honeylocust
Kentucky Coffeetree
American Chestnut
Persimmon
Cockspur Hawthorn
Downy Hawthorn
Eastern Redbud
Serviceberry
American Hazelnut
Fragrant Sumac

Pignut Hickory

Sycamore

Fragrant Sumac

Plants.USDA.gov

rbge.org.uk

Hickory

Honeylocust

Persimmon

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov

ag.udel.edu

Black Walnut

Bald Cypress

Common Buttonbush

River Birch

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov

Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Riparian Trees & Shrubs
The species shown on this board are
a sampling of trees that could be
planted along the stream corridor.
Willow Oak
Red Maple
River Birch
Black Gum
Pecan
Yellowwood
Bald Cyprus
Red Buckeye
Silky Dogwood
Common Buttonbush
Common Spicebush
Common Ninebark
American Elderberry American Bladdernut

Common Ninebark

Plants.USDA.gov

Silky Dogwood
Plants.USDA.gov

Spicebush

Elderberry

Red Maple

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov
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Needle Spikerush

Inland Rush

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov

Jordan Valley-West Meadows Landscape Plan:
Wetland/Wet Meadow Plants
The constructed wetland/wet meadow
will offer a distinct ecosystem within
West Meadows. The following plants
are a few of those that could be planted
organic wetland/wet meadow soils.

Spikerush

common spikerush
needle spikerush
common rush
inland rush

Plants.USDA.gov

flat sedge
thinscale sedge
fox sedge
squarrose sedge
upright sedge
bluejoint grass
Gray’s sedge
swamp milkweed
cardinal flower
blue lobelia
Culver’s root

Common Rush

Bluejoint

Upright Sedge

Plants.USDA.gov

Plants.USDA.gov

wisplants.uwsp.edu

